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Decoding the Budget

Down To Earth assesses the promises
made in the Union Budget about the

Minimum Support Price for rabicrops
and health insurance scheme for.100
million households

THE FORTNIGHT

Solar savings
The North Eastern
Railway will install

solar panelsinall its 85

stations, slashingits
power bills by
30 per cent

| TIME TRAVEL|
Gender blending

Though research has shed new light on sex
and gender, we still need rights to protect
sexual minorities from discrimination
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Whose albatross? | ¢ ; ool

With China basning the import of
plastic waste, recycling toxic scrap
could become aserious problem for
the globe

(11

Alarm bells

Asevere water crisis
will hit Asia by 2100
asglaciers feeding
the Indus, Ganges and
Brahmaputra deplete

BN

)
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Ariver stolen
Narmada water disappeared
in Gujarat's canals after the
state's Assembly polls last
year, leaving its farmers
looking at a bleak future

Mirage of ascheme
The Bhavantar Bhugtan Yojanalaunched
by Madhya Pradesh last year to ensure
optimum price of farmers’ produce by
selling their crops below the minimum
support price, loses support
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March 2018 “
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Amendmentin SC/ST Prevention
of Atrocity Act has not given
justice to land grab victims
in Chhattisgarh, despite high
expectations
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Organicobstacle
India’s plan to go organic may
suffer asetback due toa scarcity
of indigenous seeds

1-15 MARCH 2018

India’s climate quandary
The National Innovationsin Climate Resilient
Agriculture, India’s flagship programme that aims
to make Indian villages climate-proof, is at
crossroads dueto a lackof strategy for expansion

| ANALYSIS |
Deadly distress

Animals in Indian zoos
continue to live in poor and
lethal conditions despite the
formation of the Central Zoo
Authority three decades ago
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Aunique initiative run by the
Kolkata Police looks after
more than 15,000 elderly who
are fighting loneliness in

the metropolis
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Decoding
cancer

" | Anewbook questions
the well-established
theory of cancer
being caused by
genetic mutations

The poor,

left out

India’s anti-corruption
drives hardly address
graftimpactingthe
poorer sections of society

Tribal treasures
The Maasai of East Africa have begun
aglobal fight to protect their cultural
heritage. Can Indian indigenous groups
follow their example?

Kumatiya, the
obscure
Despite having health and
environmental benefits, the G
kumatiyaplant does not get its due
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Iron Ore Market Report 2017
Prices and demand for high-quality iron ore increases. Future over o

capacity could threaten lower quality and high-cost iron ore operations. ENGINEERING A0
MININGJOURNAL

Excavation Options

While rope shovels and hydraulic excavators still form the mainstream
when it comes to primary earthmovers, other options continue to nibble
away at the market

Bit Players .

The pace of digital technology implementation and innovation is

quickening throughout the industry. Here's a quick scan of what leading
producers, suppliers and service providers are AOING. oo 44

Annual Iron Ore Report
— Production Grows

E&M Buyers Guide 2018 . ¢ Modestly With Demand

Excavator Options

LEADING DEVELOPMENTS

North American Palladium Reports Positive Developments

AEM Reports Record Quarterly Gold Production .. . As it does each year in its November edition, E&MJ
Boliden’s Production Suffers ) reviews the world iron ore market. On the cover, an

o o ) " excavator loads a haul truck at one of the newest iron
Implats Acquiring 15%Interest in Waterberg Project . . ore mines, Rio Tinto’s $338 million Silvergrass project
Rocanville Expansion Creates World’s Largest Potash Mi | in Western Australia. (Photo: Rio Tinto)

Canadian Zinc Expands Prairie Creek Project.
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U.S. & Canada: Rainy River Pours First Gold
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